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The Immigration Bureau of the Ministry of Justice will be making changes to the format of the re-entry and departure ED

S
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card starting from July 1, 2014. The new format will contain a box which you will be asked to check at the time of departure
to indicate whether you will be departing using re-entry permission or special re-entry permission*, and is intended to
prevent inadvertent omission of the statement of intent to depart using special re-entry permission.

The new ED cards will be available from July 1. Please take note that you will not be able to use the new cards before July 1.

*Please see the other side for the outline of special resentry permission.

New format of the re-entry and departure ED card
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@ [0 & A concerning the format changes]

Q: Does this mean that | will no longer be able to use the previous ED cards?

b You will still be able to use them. If you intend to depart using special re-entry permission, please ensure that
you present your residence card or special permanent resident certificate, and check the box in the re-entry and
departure ED card for the statement of intent to depart using special re-entry permission.

Old style re-entry and departure ED card (two different types)
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In case of the old style ED cards, please check the hox below.

Q: Where can | get hold of the new ED cards?

b The new ED cards will be available at the immigration booth areas of the airports and seaports as well as the
regional immigration bureaus.

Q: Will I be able to use the new cards before July 1?
b Please take note that you will not be able to use the new cards before July 1.

Bl What is special re-entry permission?

If a foreign national who is in possession of a valid passport and a residence card (or a special permanent resident certificate)*
intends to re-enter Japan in order to continue engaging in activities in Japan within one year of departure (two years for special
permanent residents), such foreign national will no longer, in principle, be required to obtain re-entry permission at the time of
departure. This system is referred to as the system of “special re-entry permission” .

A foreign national who has departed from Japan using special re-entry permission will not be able to extend his or her validity period
while abroad.

Please note that if the foreign national does not re-enter Japan within one year of departure (two years for special permanent
residents)*2, he or she will forfeit the authorized status of residence or the status as a special permanent resident.

*1 The same shall apply to foreign nationals in possession of a passport which contains a statement to the effect of “residence card to be
issued at a later date” or an alien registration certificate which is treated in the same manner as a residence card or special permanent
resident certificate. In addition, foreign nationals who have been designated the status of residence of “Diplomat” or “Official” , members
of staff of the Japanese office of the East Asia Relations Commission or the Permanent General Mission of Palestine in Japan, who have
been designated the status of residence of “Designated Activities” and family members thereof will also be eligible to use the system of
special re-entry permission.

*2 If your period of stay is due to expire in a period of less than one year of your departure, please ensure that you re-enter Japan before the
expiration of your period of stay.

[Contact Information]

For further information, please contact:The Immigration Information Center (Weekdays: 8:30 - 17:15)

0570-01 3904 (when calling using an IP phone, PHS or calling from abroad please call 03-5796-7112)
or your nearest regional immigration bureau.




